ARABS.     THE    TWENTIETH   CENTURY        211

appeared and became candidates for ministerial posts. Among
these was Nuri Pasha As-Said. Jafar Pasha Al-Askari became
the first Minister of Defence. The new Provisional Govern-
ment * served as a bridge between the British authority and
the disaffected population, and paved the way to a series of
developments which, in course of time, were to lead to the
abolition of the mandate and the grant to Iraq of its political
independence'.

The necessity for a suitable ruler at the head of a Govern-
ment constituted in this way had from the first been evident,
and various possibilities were now canvassed. Some of the
candidates put forward, with the perspective of time now
seem a little surprising. Apart from the Naqib himself and
Sayid Talib Pasha of Basrah, the first Minister of the Interior,
the Shaikh of Mohammerah, Ibn Saud, the Aga Khan and
even the Wali of Pusht-kuh were variously proposed. But
it was 'to the sons of the Sharif Hussain that almost all signs
eventually pointed.

It was largely on Mr Winston Churchill's initiative that a
conference was at about this time called in Cairo, to re-
examine and remedy the whole position in the Arab countries.
Of this conference T, E. Lawrence afterwards wrote: i Mr
Winston Churchill was entrusted by our harassed cabinet with
the settlement of the Middle East; and in a few weeks, at
his conference in Cairo, he made straight all the tangle, finding
solutions, fulfilling (I think) our promises in. letter and spirit
(where humanly possible) without sacrificing any interest of
our Empire or any interest of the people concerned. So we
were quit of the wartime Eastern venture, with clean hands,
but three years too late to earn the gratitude which peoples,
if not states, can pay.'56 In regard to Iraq, at least, this was
a fair claim. One of the decisions reached at Cairo was as
to the suitability of the Amir Faisal for the Iraqi throne.
The proposal which Mr Churchill already had in mind was
for the negotiation of a treaty similar to that between Great
Britain and Egypt, so as to establish Faisal as king of an
independent state in alliance with. Great Britain.

On 17 December 1920, Colonel (now Sir) Kinahan Corn-
wallis, who was later to become Faisal's secretary, was deputed
io call upon him in London and request him to ^become a
candidate for the throne of Iraq. The following summer